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Brenda Lewis
30 March 1924–31 August 2010
Much of Brenda Lewis’s life was spent working 
for peace and justice, something which no doubt 
^HZWHY[S`PUÅ\LUJLKI`OLY[V\NO\WIYPUNPUNVU
a small farm in Wynnum during the Depression 
years. As an artist and writer, Brenda created 
WVZ[LYZHUKIHUULYZWYVTV[PUNUVU]PVSLUJL
human rights and environmental sustainability. 
Her creations in the name of justice were used by 
numerous organisations in marches and rallies. 
One of those rallies took place in New York in 
2000 during the World March of Women, which 
focused on ending women’s poverty and violence 
against women. The Australian women who 
took part in that march proudly carried a banner 
created by Brenda.
Her work was held in such high regard she was 
commissioned by the Miscellaneous Workers 
Union to paint a huge mural for their rooms at 
Spring Hill, in inner Brisbane. The mural, which 
highlights peaceful relationships and social 
interaction, depicts all trades and professions. A 
photograph of this mural, given to Fryer Library by 
Brenda, hangs in the Fryer Library Reading Room.
Brenda used her talents to help many other trade 
unions over the years, specialising in banners that 
have been used in a host of May Day processions. 
Her distinctive work was also used to illustrate 
numerous publications, while exhibitions of her 
pieces are held in some public galleries. Art was 
always a strong and motivating force in her life. 
She completed her early studies in art at the 
prestigious Slade School in London and later 
graduated with an arts degree from The University of Queensland, where she 
had enrolled as a mature age student. But her talents were not restricted to 
JHU]HZ:OL^HZHSZVH^LSSYLNHYKLKWVL[HUKPUYLJLU[`LHYZWYVK\JLK[^V
volumes of peace poems, which she illustrated herself, of course. She also 
wrote letters and essays on topics including war, peace and human rights, 
many of which were published. Others were recited or read at meetings and 
rallies and for many years, Brenda was on the editorial board of the popular 
critical journal Social Alternatives.
One of her longstanding commitments was to the Queensland branch of the 
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, which she joined in 
the 1960s. In recognition of her exceptional service to the organisation, she 
was made a life member in the early 1990s. She was also nominated for an 
award in the inaugural WILPF Peace Women Awards early in 2010. She was 
instrumental in arranging for the organisation’s archives to be housed in the 
Fryer Library.
(ZHJHTWHPNULYMVYHU\JSLHYMYLL^VYSKZOL^HZPU]VS]LK^P[O>037-
and the Campaign Against Nuclear Power in the 1970s and 1980s to 
ÄNO[MVYU\JSLHYMYLLaVULZ(ZHWYVTV[LYVMLK\JH[PVUMVYWLHJLZOL
was involved in organising the ‘Disarmament: A Human Right’ poster and 
publication display at Fryer Library in 1980 which was staged to mark World 
Disarmament Week.
Remembered by her friends and fellow activists and artists as a generous and 
courageous person, she tried to inspire others not just through her art and 
words but through humour and faith in positive outcomes. WILPF members 
noted in the obituary that appeared in a recent issue of their newsletter: ‘All 
those who knew Brenda will miss the sparkle of warmth, wit and wisdom that 
she gave to our lives. Brenda will long be remembered for the work she did 
for the peace movement. She will remain an inspiration to us all’.
Brenda Lewis is survived by her two sons, Richard and Robert, and four 
grandchildren.
This obituary is reproduced from the *V\YPLY4HPS by permission of its author, 
Brendan O’Malley, with additional information supplied by WILPF members 
and Fryer Library staff.
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